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RACING AND WAGERING WESTERN AUSTRALIA TAX AMENDMENT BILL 2006 
RACING AND WAGERING LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 2006 

Cognate Debate 

Leave granted for the Racing and Wagering Western Australia Tax Amendment Bill 2006 and the Racing and 
Wagering Legislation Amendment Bill 2006 to be considered cognately, and for the Racing and Wagering 
Western Australia Tax Amendment Bill 2006 to be the principal bill. 

Second Reading - Cognate Debate 

Resumed from 18 October. 

MR J.E. McGRATH (South Perth) [4.44 pm]:  The opposition will support the Racing and Wagering Western 
Australia Tax Amendment Bill 2006 and the Racing and Wagering Legislation Amendment Bill 2006, which are 
to be debated cognately.  These bills are both good news to the racing industry.  Effectively, the principal bill 
will result in a reduction in tax on Totalisator Agency Board turnover.  In his second reading speech the minister 
said that the government’s tax reform agenda would be worth $12 million per annum for the racing industry.  
The industry has been looking forward to this for some time.  The industry is now in a period of great prosperity, 
compared with the situation in some other states of Australia, and the opposition is very happy to see that. 

Before I consider the detail of the bill and discuss the state of the racing industry, I will make a couple of points.  
Whenever government members speak about the state of the racing industry, and whenever the minister answers 
his dorothy dixers in question time, one gets the impression that all this reform was brought about by the Gallop 
and Carpenter governments.  There is a perception on the other side of the chamber that the Liberal Party does 
not support the racing industry, and that the industry would not be going ahead as well under a Liberal 
government as it is now.  However, I have looked at the policy of the Liberal Party for the last election, and it is 
very interesting.  Many of the things that we are seeing happen today, especially the reduction in TAB turnover 
tax, were part of the Liberal Party policy going into the last election.  That policy was made public before that of 
the Labor Party.  I believe that Hon Barry House was shadow Minister for Racing and Gaming at the time.  
Whoever drew up that policy somehow or other got it right.  It should be placed on the record that the Liberal 
Party had plans for the racing industry, and went to the last election with those plans, and they included a 
reduction in TAB turnover tax.  Also, part of the Liberal Party policy in the last election was the retention of the 
Totalisator Agency Board in government ownership.  We do not believe that the TAB should be privatised; the 
experience in other states has not been good.  Another plank of the Liberal Party policy was to promote equity in 
taxation between the racing and gaming industries by reducing the turnover tax for racing, and that is exactly 
what is being done with this legislation.  Another plank was to allow the racing industry to keep about 
$10 million per annum more for use on stakes and facilities. 

A lot has been said about what has happened in the racing industry, with the government putting in $25 million.  
That money has gone into infrastructure, especially in country racing clubs, and has been very gratefully 
received.  However, the TAB component, which would have been introduced immediately under a Liberal 
government, will only come in under this legislation, which, hopefully, will be passed before the end of this 
parliamentary year.  There has also been a lot of talk about what Racing and Wagering Western Australia has 
done for the Western Australian racing industry.  The Liberal Party is very supportive of RWWA, and agrees 
that it has done a very good job.  It is something that was a long time coming, but it has put the racing industry 
on an even footing.  Control of racing is no longer in the hands of vested interests, but is assigned to an 
independent body.  The Minister for Racing and Gaming would have us believe that RWWA is a Labor Party 
baby, but that is not the case.  A study of history shows that in 2000 the then coalition Minister for Racing and 
Gaming, Hon Norman Moore, announced the establishment of the Turner review to inquire into and report on all 
aspects of the thoroughbred, harness and greyhound racing industries in Western Australia.  This included the 
role and structure of the Totalisator Agency Board.  According to a policy statement released in 2003, that 
review resulted in a restructure of the racing industry that gained bipartisan support, and included the 
establishment of a new governing body, RWWA.  RWWA took over principal club status from the 
thoroughbred, harness and greyhound clubs.  RWWA, this wonderful body that has been seen as a saviour for 
the racing industry, was the child of an initiative taken by former minister Norman Moore in 2000 when he 
announced the Turner review.   

I turn to how the racing industry is going at the moment.  TAB turnover is up to about $1.4 billion a year.  This 
is outstanding turnover.  Western Australia is going extremely well compared with other states.  As the minister 
pointed out in his second reading speech, a three-year-old open race held on a weekend meeting in Ascot in 
October 2001 attracted total prize money of $26 500.  The corresponding race meeting held in October 2006 will 
attract prize money of $45 000.  That is a massive increase.  It makes it worthwhile for anyone who races a 
horse.  
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Mr R.C. Kucera:  Perhaps you should buy a horse. 

Mr J.E. McGRATH:  I have raced a few horses in my time.  Most of them I have beaten, but I have been lucky 
enough to have had one or two that have earned a bit of prize money.  The industry is worth getting into now.  
Unless there is prize money, we will not have a vibrant, lively industry in which new people can get involved.  
The prize money for harness racing at Gloucester Park in 2001 was $10 000.  During the 2006 season, the same 
category of race has prize money of $14 500.  With respect to the greyhound industry, a city grade 5 race held at 
Cannington in September 2001 attracted $1 930 in prize money.  The corresponding race in September 2006 
attracted $3 725 in prize money.   
Let us look at the taxing of the industry.  Hon Barry House had great insight.  According to my notes, in his 
policy document he stated - 

The Coalition will change the basis for taxation on the racing industry to a net revenue basis and reduce 
the rate of taxation to that which is applied to Burswood Casino gambling operations. 

For years, people in racing used to say that it did not seem fair that the TAB was taxed on turnover whereas 
Burswood was taxed on revenue.  The racing people thought it should be a level playing field.  This has finally 
been addressed.  It was foreshadowed by the opposition.  Hon Barry House continued - 

Changing the basis of taxation for the racing industry and introducing equity with other forms of 
gambling will be equivalent to a reduction in the turnover tax to around 3.5 per cent.   

The minister’s second reading speech referred to the new tax regime that is being brought in.  It stated - 
. . . by replacing the current method so that taxation will be assessed on gross wagering revenue rather 
than turnover.   
. . . effectively reduce the taxation rate to the equivalent of 3.5 per cent of turnover . . .  

That is the same figure that the Liberal Party came up with in its policy going into the last election.  That is 
lower than the taxation imposed in the main racing states of Victoria, New South Wales and Queensland.  We 
are very happy to see that the racing industry is getting more money.  It is a big employer of Western 
Australians.  It is an important industry throughout the state.  It is an industry that provides great entertainment 
for thousands of Western Australians and it needs to be vibrant.  The only real funding for racing comes from 
TAB or betting turnover.  Without betting turnover and good, healthy, vibrant competitive racing, we will not get 
the result that will keep racing in a good condition.   
The member for Roe has pointed out - he will probably move an amendment later in consideration in detail - that 
many people are confused by the terminology of gross turnover and net turnover.  The minister says that 
turnover will now be assessed on gross wagering revenue.  We see this as being wagering revenue after all the 
punters have been paid.  What is left is what the TAB will be taxed on.  We think that should be net.  We will be 
addressing that with the minister in consideration in detail.  The bill may need to be amended to make it net 
rather than gross turnover. 
Mr Acting Speaker (Mr P. B. Watson), you have race clubs in your electorate.  A lot of country clubs have been 
talking to us about what is happening in the racing industry.  I thought I would run through a couple of issues 
that have been brought to my attention.  The issue of jockey fees was raised while I was in Melbourne recently 
during a visit to the Melbourne Cup Carnival.  It was raised by Bill Shorten, who many people are saying will, 
hopefully, be the next leader of the federal opposition after the next election.  Bill Shorten has been saying that 
jockeys in Australia get a very raw deal.  In this massive industry, where we see huge turnover - $1.4 billion a 
year on the TAB alone in Western Australia - jockeys are earning a mere pittance.  An article written by Bill 
Shorten in the Melbourne Herald-Sun on Thursday, 9 November - two days after the Melbourne Cup - entitled 
“Jockeys on short odds” states - 

Imagine a job where you are expected to be available for work 363 days a year, keep yourself 20 per 
cent underweight and suffer at least one body fracture in your career. 

Combine that with getting up at 4am for six days a week, travelling more than 160,000km a year, and 
enduring regular media and public scrutiny. 

Mr M.W. Trenorden:  Sounds like a politician to me.   
Mr J.E. McGRATH:  They are working nearly as hard as politicians, but they carry a bit less weight than do the 
member for Avon and I.  The article continues - 

From this, they are expected to help fund their own public liability and death and disability insurance.   
They are responsible for buying their own safety equipment: vests and helmets, as well as their saddles 
and boots.   

Bill Shorten went on to mention what some jockeys earn - 
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For example, the losing fee for an unplaced jockey is $125 in Queensland and $120 in Western 
Australia.   

That fee has recently increased in WA, and I will talk about that shortly.  Bill Shorten continues - 

This compares with $310 in Japan, $219 in Britain and $190 in Hong Kong, $175 in Macau and $208 in 
Ireland.   
. . .  
Victoria’s 180 jockeys have achieved significantly improved benefits through the Victorian Jockeys’ 
Association . . .  
This provides for losing-ride fees of $145, which are the highest in the country, and an additional-ride 
subsidy of $60 a day for any meeting where a jockey has three rides or less. 

A very successful jockey gets a lot of rides, rides a lot of winners and does very well.  A battling jockey might 
go to a country meeting and get only one or two rides.  He or she would have to pay for petrol.  In Victoria, the 
jockeys who do not get as many rides per day are paid a subsidy.  That is what we have to do in an industry such 
as this.  Without jockeys, there is no racing.  The article continues - 

Racing Victoria Ltd also pays jockeys an additional $5 per race in retirement benefits, rising to $10 in 
2008-2009.   

The point that Bill Shorten is making is that this is a huge industry.  The story was printed two days after the 
Melbourne Cup, where two horses from Japan fought out the finish.  It was a wonderful race.  I think the prize 
money was about $7 million.  It is truly an international race.  There were four days of racing at Flemington, and 
more than 100 000 people attended every day.  A total of 130 000 people attended Derby Day, just one race 
meeting.  Last weekend I saw the Red Bull Air Race, which I thought was a good event.  It was attended by 
300 000 people and they did not have to pay to see it.  People had to pay to get into Flemington for the 
Melbourne Cup, and getting in was not cheap.  They are massive events.  Bill Shorten is saying that we must 
consider national employment conditions for those in the racing industry.  He asked why a Western Australian 
jockey earns almost 33 per cent less than a jockey in Victoria.  Here we have a Victorian - he is obviously a 
well-known Australian Workers’ Union representative - fighting for better conditions for Western Australian 
jockeys.  I am sure that the minister is listening to me.  Sometimes he takes notice of what I say and sometimes 
he does not. 
Mr M. McGowan:  Your tips are shocking!   

Mr J.E. McGRATH:  The minister’s wife is a good judge of horses.  She does very well at the races.  If I were 
the minister, I would listen to his wife’s tips.   
Western Australia jockeys recently asked for a $20 pay increase.  They made an ambit claim of $20 in addition 
to the $120 they receive.  What did Racing and Wagering WA award them?  It awarded them an increase of 
$7.50.  The racing and wagering industry turns over $1.4 billion a year.  Every time I pick up The West 
Australian racing pages, I see the minister’s face and a blurb telling us how great the industry is going.  We are 
told that it is a supercharged industry and that WA is leading the other states.  However, on every occasion that 
our jockeys jump onto a horse and risk their lives, they will now receive an extra $7.50.  The salary of a jockey 
is similar to that of a police officer.  Jockeys should receive more money.  They are asking for an extra $12.50.  
They will receive the increase in fee from 1 January 2007.  I think they want the extras by 1 August 2007.  They 
want $130.50 for a losing ride.  In an age in which the racing industry involves such big prize money, our 
jockeys should receive the increase that they have asked for.  The minister is a keen supporter of our jockeys and 
the work they do.  I am sure some jockeys live in his electorate.  Racing and Wagering WA should support these 
people and give them the pay rise they have asked for.   
Another thing that concerns me is the sanitisation or censorship of the media under Racing and Wagering 
Western Australia, especially Racing Radio.  Racing Radio is obviously owned by Racing and Wagering WA.  It 
is hard for someone with a view opposite to that of Racing and Wagering WA to be heard on Racing Radio.  It is 
a bit like Stalinist Russia at times.  
Mr M. McGowan:  Do you want a timeslot?  

Mr J.E. McGRATH:  I do not want a timeslot at all.  One day when I phoned Racing Radio to make a point, I 
was told by the person at the controls that he would lose his job if he allowed me to be heard on air.  He did not 
mention the minister’s name.  However, he implied that someone from above had said that the opposition should 
not get a gig on the show.   
Mr M. McGowan:  I have never been on it.  

Mr A.D. McGRATH:  I think the minister has been on it.  
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Mr M. McGowan:  Are you saying that I have issued a directive to not allow you on? 
Mr J.E. McGRATH:  No.  I am saying that either someone has issued a directive to that effect or staff at the 
station are terrified that they will lose their jobs if they make Racing Radio open and accountable.  The guy with 
whom I spoke told me that he would let me on the air only if it were announced that I had phoned in.  He said 
that the station would have to make the point that I phoned in.  The guy was happy to talk to me.  

The minister will be alarmed by what I am about to say next.  A company called Best Bookies - it has probably 
written to the minister - acts as a middle agent for the bookies who field at Ascot or Belmont.   

Mr A.J. Simpson:  It’s not Betfair? 

Mr J.E. McGRATH:  No, it is not Betfair.  If a client establishes a credit account with Best Bookies, it will give 
that client access through the Internet to any of its bookmakers who field on the course so that that the client can 
see the odds and place his bets with the bookies.  It gives its clients the choice of bookies or the tote.  The chief 
executive officer of Best Bookies, Mr Kevin Wear, contacted James Broadhurst, the media and communications 
officer with Racing and Wagering Western Australia, to see whether Best Bookies could advertise its services on 
Racing Radio.  He received the following response -  

Hi Kevin 

Thanks for the call regarding advertising on Racing Radio.   

I have discussed the matter with my manager Wade Annear and as I suspected the policy towards 
“competitor” advertising on Racing Radio has changed back and we are no longer running non-TAB 
betting agency ads.  

If it makes you feel any better you’re not the only one, we knocked back another bookie recently. 

Obviously not so crash hot from my point of view either as my performance is based the amount of 
advertising I get but that is the decision. 

Sorry to be the bearer of bad news.  

Everyone in the racing industry is supposed to be working together.  The Minister for Racing and Gaming has 
taken leave of absence from the chamber because nature has called.  I will continue to talk.  I am sure he will 
read what I say in Hansard.  

Mrs M.H. Roberts:  I am listening! 

Mr A.D. McGRATH:  I thank the minister.  

There is the feeling in the industry that no-one is allowed to be in competition with the TAB.  If a person does 
not bet with the TAB, Racing and Wagering WA does not want him to bet with anyone.  A corporate-type 
bookmaking operation is not allowed to pay to advertise on TAB’s Racing Radio, which, in effect, is owned by 
the industry.  It is not owned by the state; it is owned by the racing industry and Racing and Wagering Western 
Australia, which is an independent body that has enormous powers to control the racing industry.  People in the 
industry who have been properly licensed by the industry cannot place an advertisement on Racing Radio.  That 
is censorship, which we should not have in this day and age.  When I was in Melbourne during Melbourne Cup 
week, I listened to its racing station and heard a lot of advertisements from corporate bookies.  All sorts of 
bookies advertised where to get the best odds and provided their numbers and e-mail addresses.  In WA it is a 
closed shop for anybody except the TAB.  The same thing happened with betting exchanges.  I am critical of the 
minister - I and other members have said this before - because he would not talk to the people from Betfair.  
There is a big shutter of protectionism for the TAB.  What about the poor punter?  What about punters’ rights?  
What happens to a punter who wants to bet with a different organisation or who wants to place a different type of 
bet?  Punters who bet on quinellas have to put up with the silly Western Australian pools, in which there is no 
money.  If someone has a decent quinella bet, the dividend is thruppence.  The pool should be combined with the 
Victorian pool, which is what happens for other forms of betting, such as trifectas and a win and a place.  Big 
pools are the answer for the racing punter.  However, despite many approaches from punters, the TAB has not 
put the quinella pools into Tabcorp.   
The member for Murdoch will raise another betting issue during his speech.  It is all about making the product 
better.  I understand that the TAB is against betting exchanges; it has outlined its reasons why.  When betting 
exchanges were first mooted in Western Australia, I had the same view.  I did not like the idea of being able to 
lay a horse to lose.  However, the more I have considered the idea and the more it has been debated in this place, 
the more my attitude to betting exchanges has changed.  I do not think there is an integrity issue.  Indeed, Kieran 
Fallon would have not been charged in England if it had not been for Betfair.  Betfair unearthed the fact that he 
was involved in some alleged malpractice.  Betfair is operating now in Victoria; it operated throughout the 
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Melbourne spring carnival and on the Melbourne Cup.  It provided details of all the bets to the stewards in 
Victoria, and that system is going well. 

The bill banning betting exchanges was passed by this house and the Liberal Party supported it because that was 
what the racing industry wanted.  However, I feel that the racing industry was conned a bit by a scare campaign 
suggesting that betting exchanges would cause the end of betting as we know it.  I do not think that is the case.  I 
wonder what will become of betting exchanges.  I hope we will not be the odd state out, with all other states 
having betting exchanges.  I believe Betfair will be licensed in New South Wales.  It operates in Victoria and it is 
licensed in Tasmania, where it has its headquarters. 

I will refer now to the state of the industry.  I have sat on this matter for a while now, but I have to raise it 
because the minister gave me a bit of a serve earlier this year when I put forward the idea that RWWA should 
underwrite an air freighter to bring horses to Perth for the carnival.  I believe that if we do not get interstate 
competition at our racing carnivals, they are not real carnivals.  We watch the same horses run around the 
racecourses week after week.  We need interstate competition.  Melbourne has found that it needs international 
competition.  Where would the Melbourne Cup be now if it was not for the international horses?  It would be a 
tin-pot welter.  We thought those horses that were running around in the 1980s, such as Kiwi, were great horses, 
but they were beating fields of walkers.  Now all of a sudden the Melbourne Cup is an international race, and 
there are horses from Japan, the United Kingdom and the United States. 

Mr M. McGowan:  The horses of the 1980s were pretty second rate, were they? 

Mr J.E. McGRATH:  They were not, but the Melbourne Cup was a handicapper’s race; it was not a high-class 
race.  Now these international horses are coming over.  When they first came there was opposition to them. 

Mr M.W. Trenorden:  Kiwi was an international horse. 

Mr J.E. McGRATH:  Well, he was a Kiwi.   

When the international horses first started coming, people like Bart Cummings said, “We cannot have the 
international horses; this is our race.”  Bart did not mind when he brought all his great horses to Perth in the 
1970s and 1980s and won prize money at our carnivals.  That was the greatest period of racing our state has 
experienced.  Hopefully those times will come back, but I am not sure they will.  There was enormous 
excitement at the Christmas carnival when T.J. Smith, Bart Cummings, Colin Hayes and Geoff Murphy all 
brought their champion horses across.  We had Melbourne Cup and Cox Plate winners coming to our carnival.  
How did they get here?  They came by plane.  I suggested that the government should underwrite the cost of a 
plane.  I do not know whether the minister misunderstood what I was saying.  I did not want the government to 
pay for the plane; I wanted RWWA to underwrite it.  It could have been done through the tourism industry, 
because when the carnival was at its best in the 1970s and 1980s, thousands of tourists came to Perth for the 
carnival.  It was because the horses were flown here.  This is what the minister said about me - 

The WA racing industry is the fastest-growing in the nation and the best Mr McGrath can come up with 
is some loony proposal to help interstate horses travel to WA to plunder our stake money . . .  

I am sure the minister would not have written “loony proposal”.  One of his minders would have written that, 
because the minister would never have called me a loony.  The minister went on to say - 

This is the type of small-minded thinking that has held back the racing industry from striving to achieve 
its full potential for decades. 

Do members know what has happened?  There is a plane coming tomorrow and Perth Racing and the Western 
Australian Trotting Association have underwritten the cost.  They are not worried about horses coming to 
plunder our prize money, because we need them here.  It is all about competition. 

Mr M. McGowan:  You have obviously been stewing on that one and waiting for the opportunity. 

Mr J.E. McGRATH:  Not really, but it was there and I had to take it.  I had to remind the minister and it was 
better to let him know.  I wish the minister was still Minister for Tourism and not moving into his new portfolio 
of education because I think if he were still Minister for Tourism and also held the portfolios relating to racing 
and gaming and liquor licensing at the same time, he could get behind the Perth carnival and we could put 
tourism dollars into the carnival.  Racing is an exciting sport.  The Turf Club has David Hayes and Lee 
Freedman coming over for the carnival this year.  They are going to be at a Carbine Club function in a couple of 
weeks.  These are big names in the racing industry.  As well as the government is doing in its support of racing at 
the moment, there is no reason the tourism industry could not get involved.  The Red Bull Air Race at the 
weekend was good, but a lot of people were confused and did not know what it was all about.  One plane at a 
time would go between the pylons and no-one knew who was winning or losing.  It was like watching a grand 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Tuesday, 21 November 2006] 

 p8473a-8484a 
Mr John McGrath; Mr Max Trenorden; Mr Trevor Sprigg 

 [6] 

prix when the cars are going past and you say, “Who’s leading?”  It was a good event and I went along and 
watched it.  People enjoyed it and I think the Red Bull Air Race has some future. 

Mr T.R. Sprigg:  Didn’t you get invited? 

Mr J.E. McGRATH:  No, I did not.  I did not want to.  I was happy to go there with my constituents.  We sat on 
the foreshore and watched it.  I think the event has some merit and I hope it goes well next year.  It does make it 
very difficult to get to one’s house when one lives in Como. 

Another problem in the racing industry that has been raised with me, and it is a criticism of RWWA, is that every 
time RWWA does something, it gets a consultant.  I do not know whether this is the new world that we live in, 
but if a club rings up and says it has a problem with a fence, which is going to fall over, RWWA calls in a 
consultant.  The consultant goes along, takes some measurements and says where the fence can be put.  
Everything is done by a consultant and a lot of them come from Victoria, I believe.  I do not know why a state 
like Western Australia, where there is so much expertise, has to get Victorian or other interstate consultants to 
make decisions on what we should be doing on our racetracks.  I have not been through the RWWA annual 
statement yet, but I think the cost of consultants might be fairly high.   

I think RWWA has a policy now of co-location.  In some instances, co-locating racing and trotting tracks can 
work, but I do not believe that is always the case.  I do not believe it will work in Bunbury, where I know such a 
proposal is being looked at.  I would not like to see the trotting track go inside the racetrack.  I think Bunbury has 
a beautiful racetrack.  Racetracks are about having some charm.  It is all very well saying that the only people 
who are watching the races are those sitting in TAB shops or looking at Sky Channel, but people like to go to 
those events.  We might as well have cardboard cut-outs running around.  The industry has to have some heart 
and soul.  We have to look after places like Bunbury.  The member for Bunbury is alongside me here and I am 
sure he would not like to see the Bunbury racetrack lose its charm.  By the same token, we want to see the 
Bunbury trotting track helped to be viable.  I know there will be some development there. 

The same thing happened with Pinjarra after RWWA came up with an idea.  Pinjarra’s trotting track has 
probably the best trotting surface in the state outside Gloucester Park.  Fred Kersley says it is the best including 
Gloucester Park.  Pinjarra trotting track has buildings that are falling down.  One of them was condemned a few 
months ago.  I wrote to the minister, but I do not know whether he ever wrote back to me on that matter. 

Mr M. McGowan:  I did.  You’re too busy travelling around the place to check your correspondence. 

Mr J.E. McGRATH:  I may be like the mayor of South Perth; I may not have received the correspondence.  
The building was condemned.  The member for Murray, the federal member for Canning, Don Randall, and I 
went down there on a winter’s day and it was raining.  People were sitting in the little grandstand area.  There 
was no carpet on the floor and it was freezing.  Water was coming in and we had to be careful where we sat 
because the roof was leaking.  I thought: racing is a massive industry.  People are watching this meeting all 
around Australia in TAB outlets, PubTabs, clubs and taverns, yet the poor punters on the course are here in third-
world conditions.  The committee members of the club were so concerned about this situation that they planned 
to close down the meetings, because they have a duty of care, and they cannot afford to be sued.  They have told 
me that RWWA has said that the club should co-locate to the Pinjarra racetrack.  They said that is the minister’s 
idea.  However, the drainage at the Pinjarra racetrack is very poor.  In winter there is so much water in the 
middle of the track that a rowing regatta could be held there.  I do not think a trotting meeting could ever be held 
at that track.  Therefore, I am against co-locating the trots at Pinjarra.  I have since heard that that will not be 
taking place.  

I want to raise a couple of other issues that people have contacted me about.  One issue is Lark Hill.  The former 
member for Peel was a big supporter of Lark Hill.  However, he is no longer here to help them out, so the 
minister might need to take this burden on his shoulders.  The people of Lark Hill are very impatient.  They want 
their facility up and running.  I will say it again: I believe that one day Lark Hill will be a racetrack.  Racing 
should be held at Lark Hill. 

Mr M.W. Trenorden:  Never!   

Mr J.E. McGRATH:  I think racing will be held at Lark Hill one day.  It is a growing area.  The people of 
Rockingham, with the exception of the minister, are great punters.  They love to have a bet. 

Mr M.W. Trenorden:  The track has a terrible surface.  It is very sandy. 

Mr J.E. McGRATH:  Sandy?  It is beautiful!   

Mr M.W. Trenorden:  You cannot make that surface into a racetrack.  The surface is torn up every time they 
hold the gallops.  

Mr J.E. McGRATH:  The member for Avon says no.  We will see.  In my view it should be used for racing.   
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Mr M.W. Trenorden:  So you would shut Pinjarra, would you? 

Mr J.E. McGRATH:  Not at all.  They would race at Pinjarra during the summer, when they race now. 

Mr M.W. Trenorden:  So what would you shut?  Would you shut Northam? 

Mr J.E. McGRATH:  No.  I would use Lark Hill for midweek meetings.  They could race there on Fridays or 
Mondays, or whatever. 

Mr M.W. Trenorden:  Do you know how much the midweek races lose? 

Mr J.E. McGRATH:  Lark Hill could be run on a very small cost base.  It would have the turnover.  It is like 
Ernie Bridge’s pipeline.  It might never happen; however, we need to think and dream of these things.   

The member for Avon has a strong involvement with the Northam Trotting Club.  That club is very keen to get a 
1 000-metre track.  RWWA is spending money on providing new stalls.  That is very good.  Any racecourse that 
does not have a 1 000-metre track is really struggling.  Northam could do with that track.  Some of the money 
that will come out of the reduction in the TAB tax should be put back into infrastructure.  The $25 million that 
has already been allocated will go very quickly.  The facilities and the tracks need to be upgraded to ensure that 
horses will have good surfaces to race on in the future. 

Mr M. McGowan:  Are you committing some money? 

Mr J.E. McGRATH:  We are keeping our powder dry.  However, in the lead-up to the next election we might 
look at some of these things.  The government has a $2.5 billion surplus.  We are not asking the government to 
put in more money. However, some of the money that RWWA will receive from the reduction in TAB tax 
should be filtered through to the clubs.  I have been told that a lot of that money has already been earmarked to 
provide infrastructure for the TAB.  I would appreciate it if the minister would comment on that in his response.  
Apparently the TAB needs a massive infrastructure improvement.  I am told that is where the money will go.  
That would be very disappointing.  That money should go to the clubs, because that is where it is most needed.  
The TAB should be looking at whether to share facilities with Tabcorp in Victoria.  Now that the pools are 
combined and Melbourne will be the hub, there is no reason to keep a computer system in Perth.   

The member for Albany is not here, but Albany Trotting Club is battling.  It is doing it tough.  RWWA has taken 
one meeting away from that club.  I have written the minister a letter on the club’s behalf.  That club deserves a 
bit of help.  The people at that club are a very hardworking group of people.  The club has an Internet site.  When 
the Albany trots are on, people can get on the Internet and hear the race.  That is very progressive for a small 
country club.  However, the club needs some funding to enable it to fix its facilities.   

This is good news week.  RWWA will get a lot of money from the reduction in TAB tax.  The country clubs 
could really use that extra money.  RWWA should not keep the lion’s share of that money and use it for TAB 
purposes when many of the clubs could do with some assistance.   

MR M.W. TRENORDEN (Avon) [5.25 pm]:  The member for South Perth has talked about some of the 
history.  I would like to put on the record something that has never been done adequately.  I would like to thank 
Bill Quin for his efforts all those years ago prior to the days of -  

Mr A.J. Simpson:  Who is Bill Quin? 

Mr M.W. TRENORDEN:  Bill Quin was involved with the racing industry many years ago.  He conducted an 
inquiry called the Quin inquiry.  The minister or someone else may be able to remember the date.  It was in 
about 1990.  The Quin inquiry highlighted all the weaknesses in the racing industry in Western Australia at the 
time.  

Mr M. McGowan:  It was in the 1980s, under the Burke government. 

Mr M.W. TRENORDEN:  Yes.  Bill Quin copped a great deal of public criticism for his report. 
Mr A.J. Simpson:  Did he make any recommendations in his report? 

Mr M.W. TRENORDEN:  Had his recommendations been acted upon a long time ago, we would have had a 
different outcome.  He did not recommend the establishment of just one body such as Racing and Wagering WA.  
I must admit that at the time I did recommend such a body.  He recommended individual bodies for racing, 
trotting and dogs.  He highlighted in his report all the signals that pointed to the crash that occurred 
subsequently.  I also have to put in a plug for the work that was done by the Public Accounts and Expenditure 
Review Committee in 1992 in looking at the operations of the Totalisator Agency Board.  I was a member of the 
committee at the time.  We actually used taxpayers’ funds to go to New Zealand to see how the New Zealand 
TABs were operating.  I am proud to say that many years after that report was tabled, it is still on the mark.   
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It is very good to see what is happening in this industry.  I put on record my appreciation for being invited to the 
parliamentary trots night last Friday.  It is always a good night.  It is always a pleasure to be welcomed by the 
trotting group.  It is not just so that we can have a free meal and a pleasant night - because it is a free meal and a 
pleasant night.  The night is used by the committee members, and other members of the Western Australian 
Trotting Association, to talk to members of Parliament.  I am sure that every member of Parliament who 
attended that trots night had some conversation with some committee members about their industry.  That is a 
good thing to do.  The next day I went to the committee rooms of the Western Australian Turf Club, on their 
invitation.  It was a great pleasure to be there, and to meet with people from the Penang Race Club, where I was 
a few months ago, and return the compliment that they gave me.  I witnessed 36 races and picked one winner.  I 
marked their books, and I suggest it went pretty close to the same ratio.  It was good to see not only my new 
friends from Penang but also people from other east Asian clubs.  Some members in this chamber would know 
that the chairperson and I have had words over the years.  However, I congratulated the chairperson.  I said I 
thought it was a very good effort, and that his committee was going very well.  When one looks at what is 
happening with that committee, it can be seen that that is the case.  I said that to the chairman just a few days 
ago. 

Concerning turnover, I also appreciate the reduction in the tax level.  However, I make two points.  The figures 
show an 11 per cent increase in turnover.  Taking into account the tax changes, we will not be too far from where 
we were.  Admittedly, it is a tax reduction; that cannot be argued.  The point should be made today that although 
tax on the turnover is to be reduced, it does not necessarily mean that the state will receive less revenue.  That 
will be proved on this occasion because the changes will make the cake a bit bigger so that people can turn their 
money over again. 

I put to the minister a proposal that I think is important.  One of the things he should be asking his office to 
consider is a reduction in tax on straight win and place bets.  I am not talking about multiple bets.  The minister 
should think about it for a moment.  The TAB has a billion-dollar turnover.  Most people who go to a TAB with, 
for example, $20 or $100 or $1 000, bet all that money until it is gone.  The person who has $100 in his hand and 
goes to a TAB to bet will often turn over $200 or $300 if he has a good day.  He will put back in what he 
receives.  Every time a bet goes through a machine, the state and the industry get their slice.  It is worth thinking 
about a reduction in the tax on a win and place tote.  Now is about the time to do it.  The board has been in place 
for some time and there will be a change of chief executive officer at the end of the year.  I take this opportunity 
to place on record my great appreciation of the respect Mr Bennett has given to me over the years.  He has never 
denied me access to his office.  He has always been fair and straight.  When he disagreed with me he always 
made the point and he did so in a professional manner.  I always appreciated dealing with him.  He has been an 
outstanding servant of the state and the racing industry.  I think he will be hard to replace.  However, no-one is 
irreplaceable and, no doubt, the minister or the system will find a good replacement manager.  It is worthwhile 
having the board look at what would happen if the tax on turnover were reduced. 
I have a very close friend who is a bookmaker.  He begs me to bet with him.  He often tells a true story -  

Mr M. McGowan:  You may not remain friends if you tell the story. 

Mr M.W. TRENORDEN:  He tells the story all the time because it is true.  I was at the York races one day 
when a very famous Western Australian trainer approached him and wanted to put $2 000 on a horse.  My friend 
the bookmaker suggested that he did not back the horse.  The trainer asked why that should be the case.  The 
bookmaker said that the horse could not win.  The trainer said that was ridiculous and asked why it could not 
win.  The bookmaker said because Max Trenorden had already backed it!  The horse did not win.  He loves me 
betting with him because I am not the best punter in the world although I love it. 

We have looked at the industry.  We have looked at the dogs, the trots and the gallops.  There has been 
significant change in the gallops industry in a very short period.  The change is fantastic although nothing is ever 
100 per cent.  However, it is time to look at the turnover that is available to a punter from a win and place bet.   

Bookmakers are quickly becoming obsolete on courses.  The day when the last bookmaker finishes at Ascot will 
be a sad day for the races.  We know of many bookmakers who have been significant characters on racecourses 
over the years.  Great stories are told about them.  They add colour to the industry.  I believe that only half the 
number of licences available for bookmakers are now taken up.  The Western Australian Turf Club is talking 
about reducing the number of available licences even further.  That takes away from the atmosphere.  
Regulations affecting bookmakers should be looked at.  There has always been a great fear that, somehow, 
bookmakers would do something terrible to the industry.  None of the fears raised over the past 10 years has ever 
been met.  The restrictions on how a bookmaker should operate should be looked at now while they are still in 
existence to see whether there is a process to somehow slow the demise of bookmakers. 
The racing industry is in good nick; it is better than it has been for some time.  I am looking forward to the 
upcoming racing carnival.  I am interested to see how it goes.  I will be watching for the brand-new super horse 
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of Western Australia and how it develops.  I hope that there is not too much pressure on the trainer, owner or 
jockey. 
Mr T.R. Sprigg interjected. 

Mr M.W. TRENORDEN:  I give the guarantee that I will not back it so that it will do well! 
My vision for the industry - I have spoken to Ray Bennett about this - is that there needs to be a plan for the 
trots.  I see a huge vacancy for a plan for the trots.  It has to be worked out.  The member for South Perth pointed 
out that the Northam Trotting Club wants to go to a 1 000-metre track.  He said that it does not matter whether it 
goes to 1 000 metres or 800 metres - in the end, it does matter.  There has to be a plan.  There is no question that 
Pinjarra has the best track in the state, even compared with Gloucester Park.  Gloucester Park is looking at 
expanding.  Off the top of my head, Gloucester Park has a 800-metre track but it may go to 1 000 metres.  It 
needs to expand, as does Northam.  However, some standards are needed in the process.  If members have been 
to the trots in New Zealand, they will know that the difference is that the horses and carts there can get away 
from each other.  They can spread out further.  There is less hemming in on the fence.  It is a more attractive 
spectacle, which is important.  We need a plan for the trots, although I am not saying that it is not coming. 

Mr T.R. Sprigg:  And sprint lanes. 

Mr M.W. TRENORDEN:  Yes, sprint lanes.  We need those things.  One of the reasons that the trots have had 
a slight demise in the mind of the general public is that far more favourites win at the trots than at the gallops.  
That is why the bookmakers went down faster in the trots than was the case in the gallops.  More favourites won 
at the trots.  Bookmakers are struggling.  My bookmaker friend says that to me about Western Australian races.  
The average Western Australian gallop race has three or four horses that could win the race.  A similar field in 
Melbourne may have eight horses that could win the race.  A book can be run when the depth of the field is 
greater.  That is one of the reasons bookmaking is so hard.  I would like to see a process in which there is a 
common plan for the trots.   

I have a great concern about dog racing.  Although my memory is bad going back some years, I think I was the 
chair of the Northam dogs.  It tried to get started at the time of Cannington.  Cannington lives with the problem 
of its rent hanging over its head every year.  Every year there is a threat from the Cannington agricultural society 
to increase the rent.  It could be argued that it is entitled to the rent, but, on the other hand, it takes a huge slice of 
the turnover derived from the dogs.  There is a risk that at some time in the future greyhound races will be held 
in Mandurah or Northam and not in Perth.  That risk must be dealt with. 

Mr J.E. McGrath:  When Subiaco Oval goes, they can run the dogs there. 

Mr M.W. TRENORDEN:  Yes, that is right; they could run around this building too! 

I have attended the Northam Cup three times and have enjoyed each one, which comprises dog racing, trotting 
and gallops.  I am one member of this chamber who can attend those events.  The Northam Cup gallops a few 
weeks ago was an outstanding success.  The member for South Perth was unable to attend but I can tell him there 
was a large crowd there. 

Mr J.E. McGrath:  I was in Melbourne. 

Mr M.W. TRENORDEN:  I do not blame the member for South Perth for that; that is fine.  No-one in Northam 
is kicking him for it either.  I actually represented the minister; therefore, I was entitled to give bad tips on the 
day!  It was a great day and it was fantastic to see a large number of local people at the races.  I guess there 
would have been between 3 500 and 4 000 people there.  It was a quite significant day.  I had another invitation 
to a function in Northam just a few weeks ago, which I always try to attend because it is unique; that is, the dogs 
and trots day.  Northam holds a trot race, a dog race, another trot race and another dog race.  It was a really 
unusual day and was quite popular, although there was nowhere near the 3 500 to 4 000 people I talked about 
who attended the Northam Cup gallops.  Nevertheless, there was a good crowd there and it was a unique day.  
Therefore, things are going well with racing, although other issues must be dealt with, to which the member for 
South Perth has alluded.  I have flagged a couple that I am concerned about.  I have no rights, other than to ask 
the Minister for Racing and Gaming pass them on, and I am sure he will. 

I will finish my speech by referring to Betfair.  Since I last spoke about Betfair, I have met with officers from 
Betfair.  They came to see me and I had a long conversation with them.  I have not changed my view about 
Betfair.  I was asked my view of Betfair by several people in the committee room of the turf club on Saturday. 

Mr D.T. Redman interjected. 

Mr M.W. TRENORDEN:  No, on Saturday I was at the races. 
I put on the record my ongoing concern that I think someone will be sued through that process.  I am not giving 
that as a third-hand comment.  I get the distinct feeling that Betfair will take action as soon as the bill is passed, 
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although I say clearly that I was not told that.  However, my distinct feeling is that Betfair regards its only 
recourse to be through legal action, and there is a fairly good chance that the state may lose that case.  I remain 
concerned about that.  I make the point that I was not taken to task by the committee members about that.  I will 
say one final thing for the third time.  I have been at times critical of the turf club but I believe it is going really 
well and I congratulate it for its performance.  The trotting committee has some way to go.  It needs assistance, 
not so much in terms of money, but assistance in providing a clear vision for trotting, which assistance, I say to 
the minister, is not quite there now.  I am also concerned about the rental at Cannington for the dog racing. 
MR T.R. SPRIGG (Murdoch) [5.43 pm]:  Obviously the Liberal Party will support this bill, which will bring 
more money into racing.  As has been mentioned already, that will certainly be beneficial.  Having been a punter 
for a long time, I take the member for Avon’s point about turnover and the tax on punters.  Currently the tax is 
about 18 per cent on a win and place and 20 per cent on novelty betting, which I think is the highest in any state 
of Australia.  I understand the need for a tax, but it may be an impediment to the national totalisator about which 
a lot of people in Australia have a dream; that is, bringing together all the totes in every major state of Australia, 
having one massive pool and then obviously all the individual states taking out their little bit in commission or 
whatever for the community.  If the racing conferences and so on could arrive at a standardised tax take for 
punters, it would go a long way towards achieving that dream. 

My experience in racing and trotting goes back a long time.  However, I hark back to some of the older days that 
the member for Avon talked about, as well as the member for South Perth, who has been around the industry as 
long as I have.  In my days in the 1980s as the promotions manager of the former Swan Brewery, the brewery 
then put something like half a million dollars into racing sponsorship; provided sponsored to virtually every race 
club in the state; put something like a quarter of a million dollars into trotting sponsorship, which was in a 
similar situation; and put probably about $100 000 into greyhound racing sponsorship.  When I have talked to 
the various committees, especially in regional areas, as the member for Avon has, I have learnt a lot about what 
actually happens in the racing industry.  I have taken great delight and had great fun at many stages travelling 
north to attend race rounds at places such as Roebourne and Wyndham, and even to Halls Creek and places like 
that where people really love their race days.  A lot of places hold only one or two race days a year and the 
people there really get involved in them.  The sponsorships from the Swan Brewery back in the 1980s were very 
good, and I still admire the people who organised them.  I have an ambition to attend the Landor races one day.  
I am told that is one of the best meetings around the state and I would like to get out and camp in the Murchison 
one day and really enjoy time with people who love racing. 

Mr G. Snook:  What about Moora? 

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  Yes, I have been to the Moora races; that is also a good day.  I think that race day is held 
over a long weekend in September.  The member for South Perth may never get there because he is too busy at 
the Australian Football League grand final on those occasions. 

This bill will put more money into racing, and the opposition is happy about that; there is no problem there.  
However, I have the same concerns as the member for Avon has about betting exchanges in general, particularly 
Betfair, which have been barred from operating in this state when they have not had any downturn in any of the 
other states where they have been operating, such as Tasmania and Victoria.  It appears to be ironic to me that 
the government is very keen on deregulating the liquor industry and opening it up to competition and Sunday 
trading and so on, but it is not keen at all on deregulating the betting industry and perhaps setting up the 
Totalisator Agency Board to more opposition or competition.  I have been advised too, and I seek the minister’s 
guidance on this, that the Director General of the Department of Racing, Gaming and Liquor has been writing to 
licensed bookmakers advising them that they are not allowed to bet with Betfair.  Is that correct? 

Mr M. McGowan:  I will answer that. 

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  Fine.  I will just give the minister an example.  My understanding is that licensed 
bookmakers who are betting with Betfair do it to what they call “lay-off”.  Does the minister understand what 
lay-off means? 

Mr M. McGowan interjected. 

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  In other words, it is to reduce their commitment on a horse that they have actually laid.  It is 
a standard, legitimate part of their business, and there is no reason that they should not be allowed to do it.  That 
issue must be looked at for the industry to go forward.  However, I suggest that if Betfair had been allowed to 
come into this state - like the member for Avon, I believe there is more to be heard on that situation - I think that 
it will actually increase the market.  I think it is a new form of gambling that will increase the market.  When 
people in the AFL, the Australian Cricket Board and so on say that Betfair is fine for sporting betting, that they 
have no problems with it, they license it and are quite happy to get some dollars out of it, I would suggest that 
the minister must reconsider his decision not to allow Betfair into the industry.  I think the minister’s decision 
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not to allow them in was made in haste, and his decision to not speak to Betfair has actually come back to haunt 
him and probably will continue to do so in the future. 

There is another area in which we can increase turnover.  All this new money is coming into racing and it is a 
great thing that it is.  There is a new form of betting happening in the eastern states that Western Australia does 
not yet have.  I think it is loosely termed flexibetting; that is, putting $20 on a bet on, for example, a seven-horse 
trifecta which placed all ways will cost $105 for a half dividend.  Under flexibetting a punter can take seven 
horses for $20, or 20 per cent in round figures of that bet.  Therefore, the punter will get only 20 per cent of the 
dividend when it comes in.  It is a new form of betting that the minister must look at and bring in fairly quickly 
because many Western Australian TAB customers are using their computers right now to do flexibetting on the 
New South Wales and Victorian TABs.  Flexibetting is an important new initiative in the punting game and it 
must be brought into the Western Australian TAB.  

I was a bit dismayed to hear the member for South Perth suggest that some of the dollars set aside for the racing 
industry will be used for infrastructure for the TAB.  I remind the minister of his second reading speech for the 
principal bill, in which he said -  

In addition, as I have previously informed the house, this government is committed to providing a 
further $20 million to the racing industry to provide assistance towards racecourse infrastructure to 
benefit regional clubs throughout the state. 

That was the minister’s promise, and he should make sure that that money is spent on those provincial and 
regional clubs.  I can name a few that I know of that need help pretty urgently.  The member for Murray will 
speak about the Pinjarra Trotting Club.  Other examples are the Harvey Trotting Club, the Broome Turf Club 
and the Golden Mile Trotting Club in Boulder.  The Roebourne Turf Club has a problem with the turn out of the 
straight.  Those are just a few of the clubs that I know of that have fairly urgent infrastructure needs.  The 
minister must make sure that that money is spent where it is designed to be spent.  Let us not see pork barrelling; 
let us not see the government allocating funds to an electorate that it thinks it can win at the next election.  Let 
the allocation be based on the area of most need. 

I worry about the rationalisation of racecourses in the country.  Years ago, when the racing industry was 
struggling, tracks such those at York, Beverly and Toodyay in the Avon Valley were closed.  Fortunately, some 
of them have come back into operation now, with picnic meetings or once-a-year meetings.  That has been good 
for racing.  I understand the need for rationalisation sometimes, and the Avon Valley area probably did have too 
many tracks, and one or two of them had to close.  However, it is very difficult thing to do with clubs that have 
been in existence for a long time.  I think the York Turf Club had been going for something like 120 years.  Now 
it is only racing once or twice a year, and it incorporates the Beverly club, which as far as I am aware does not 
race at all on its own track.  The rationalisation of tracks and clubs, both in the gallops and the trots, is a pretty 
vexed issue, as is the issue mentioned by the member for South Perth, of clubs being deprived of some meetings 
when they are very keen to hold those meetings.  The number of races at the meetings is also restricted.  I 
understand the need for that, but it must be done very carefully. 

The member for South Perth mentioned the tourism industry.  One of the most famous things that happens in the 
racing industry in this state is the annual Kalgoorlie race round.  It has grown from strength to strength every 
year.  At this year’s Kalgoorlie Cup there was a crowd of about 16 000.  It was a fantastic success.  The 
Hannan’s Handicap on the Wednesday also drew a crowd of 10 000.  It was very successful, but the Kalgoorlie-
Boulder Racing Club has a bit of angst about one thing.  I think the Kalgoorlie Cup this year was worth 
$120 000.  It is probably the feature race in the racing calendar over a three-month period.  However, on 
Kalgoorlie Cup day, Perth Racing decided to race at Belmont Park as well. 

Mr J.E. McGrath:  So it should. 

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  There is no reason the Kalgoorlie meeting of that day should not be considered the major 
meeting, and have the best jockeys riding in it, with another provincial meeting held at Pinjarra or Northam.  I 
challenge the member for South Perth to talk to the Kalgoorlie-Boulder Racing Club people.  I think he would 
change his view. 

Mr J.E. McGrath:  Are the people of Perth being told that they have to go to Kalgoorlie to go to the races? 

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  Plenty of them do already.  It is not about having to race in this particular situation.  

Mr R.C. Kucera interjected.  

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  I always disagree with him. 
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A $120 000 race on that day should be given the major emphasis, and have the best jockeys.  A provincial 
meeting could be held somewhere else.  I guarantee that the Kalgoorlie-Boulder Racing Club people would 
support that development.   

I am also a little concerned about some of the things that will happen in racing.  The member for Avon has 
spoken about the small trotting track at Gloucester Park, and that something needs to happen with it.  As I 
mentioned, I was dismayed when I was there last Friday night for the Parliamentarians Cup.  The crowd was 
pretty good - maybe 3 000 or 4 000 people.  It was certainly a much bigger crowd than when I was last there 12 
months ago.  I wandered down to the famous bookies’ ring.  In the 1970s - the member for South Perth will 
vouch for this - when Binshaw was around and the Interdominions were being held, there would have been 40 or 
50 bookmakers. 

Mr J.E. McGrath:  There were 24 in those days.  It would have been 40 or 50 in the 1950s and 1960s. 

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  I went there then as well, and saw Mount Eden race.  I remember a time at Richmond 
Raceway when we backed my uncle’s horse from 25s to six to four, and young Fred Kersley drove it.  I was part 
of the commission.  That was a time when all the bookies stood along the rails.  It added a lot of colour to racing.  
Like the member for Avon, I would be concerned if the bookies were to disappear.  I was at Ascot for the 
opening a few weeks ago.  In the 1960s, there would have been 70 or 80 bookmakers there, but on that day there 
were probably only 15.  I know many people are giving bookmaking away because the punters are too well 
informed and it is too difficult to make money from them.  After all, the bookmakers contribute very well.  I 
have mentioned before about laying off with Betfair, and so on.  The bookies lay off with the tote as well.  

Mr R.C. Kucera:  They did all right out of me on Melbourne Cup day.  

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  And many of the rest of us as well.  The bookmakers contribute something to the 
atmosphere of racing.  We do not hear them yelling out “five to one bar one” and that sort of thing any more, and 
we do not see the touts racing around the bookies’ ring with about 10 blokes following them to see what horse 
they are going to back.  It is somewhat clinical these days when it is all tote betting.  I have been to the races in 
New Zealand as well.  They have not had bookies over there for quite a while.  A race meeting lacks something 
when there are no bookies there.  The bookies pay a stand fee, and add to the profits of the clubs.  That is a good 
thing as well.  Long live the bookmakers, as far as I am concerned.  I have a couple of mates who are bookies.  
They take my money, but they will also buy people drinks when they are broke, and that is pretty good.   

Mr M.J. Cowper:  They are very keen to take your money. 

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  They are very keen to take it.  One of the things that I have always believed is that if I 
approach a bookmaker who is my mate, and a horse is quoted at five to one, and the bookie offers me sevens or 
eights, the horse will always go nowhere.  I have gone up to them a few times and asked them not to bet me over 
the odds, but just what they have on the board, because if they bet me over the odds I know that the horse will 
not win. 

The member for South Perth mentioned co-location of trotting and racing.  I had a vision that those two sports 
could get together and work at Belmont Park, with a trotting track inside the racetrack.  I know that the Western 
Australian Turf Club and the Western Australian Trotting Association tried to get together on that, but they 
really struggled.  I think at one stage they were trying to come to some agreement, but they really struggled, and 
now it will not happen.  The other night Fred Kersley said that it did not work at Moonee Valley, but we can 
surely learn from that.  In so many situations there is good infrastructure.  There is no need to move the tote 
windows.  There are retractable lights at Moonee Valley.  It would be a good thing if that could happen one day.  
It concerns me that at this stage two major clubs in this town - Perth Racing and the Western Australian Trotting 
Association - both intend to carry out major developments.  The development at Belmont looks pretty good, with 
residential development on the far side of the course.  Belmont has plenty of land. 

Sitting suspended from 6.00 to 7.00 pm 

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  I wish to wrap up the remarks I was making before the dinner break.  It is the hardest gig 
speaking before and after the dinner break.  I needed about 20 more seconds to conclude my speech but the 
Acting Speaker (Dr S.C. Thomas) wound me up.  I was speaking about a concern I have with the bill.  I had a 
vision that racing and trotting could operate together in the one venue at Belmont Park, with a trotting track 
inside the racetrack.  I thought that would have been a terrific use of infrastructure.  People such as Fred Kersley 
are not keen on that idea.  I was speaking to him last Friday night.  They used the model of Moonee Valley in 
Victoria as one that does not work.  In the case of Moonee Valley, the race club tended to take over and 
dominate and say when it would race.  It seemed as though the i’s were not dotted and the t’s were not crossed 
before agreement was reached.  There is a possibility it will happen in Bunbury, which will be a good place to 
have a trial.  I had a vision that the trots could relocate to Belmont Park.  It appears that that will not happen 
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now.  It is disappointing that the Western Australian Trotting Association and the Western Australian Turf Club 
could not agree.  These bodies are involved in an important industry and they are good at administering it as they 
have a lot of experience.  They are about to embark on a big development at Belmont Park.  I am not sure that 
turf clubs should get involved.  I do not think they have the expertise to do it effectively.  It is also rumoured that 
the Western Australian Trotting Association is keen to do some sort of development at Gloucester Park.   

On another tangent, a few league football clubs in this town, including my own club of East Fremantle, and 
Claremont, have suggested that they will be carrying out developments.  All of a sudden all these sporting bodies 
will be carrying out developments.  I am not sure that they can all be sustained in a sporting environment, in 
which I include racing and trotting.  That worries me a little.   

This bill will generate more money for racing.  I mentioned the minister’s second reading speech, which stated 
that $20 million would be provided to the racing industry for racecourse infrastructure to benefit regional clubs.  
I want to make sure that that money goes to the clubs that deserve it.  I mentioned before the dinner break that 
the Pinjarra Trotting Club, the Harvey Trotting Club and the Golden Mile Trotting Club in Boulder need some 
infrastructure.  The Broome Turf Club needs some infrastructure as well.  Its round is getting bigger and better 
every year.  That $20 million should be allocated to the clubs that most need it so that racing and trotting and all 
the gambling sports, including greyhound racing, can prosper in the regional areas.  We on this side of the house 
will be supporting this bill.   

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr J.C. Kobelke (Leader of the House).  
 


